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ALS researchers
encouraged by
new mouse model
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Anew mouse model of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
closely resembles the paralyzing disorder in humans, School of
Medicine researchers report.
Like humans with ALS, also
called Lou Gehrig's disease, the
new genetically engineered mouse
develops progressive paralysis;
loses muscle mass and specific
types of motor neurons, or nerve
cells that control muscles; and dies
of the disorder.
"As far as we know, this is the
first mouse model that recapitulates 'typical' ALS to be produced
in more than a decade," said senior
author Robert Baloh, M.D., Ph.D.,
assistant professor of neurology.
"That could make it very helpful
for our efforts to better understand
and identify treatments for this
terrible disorder."
Scientists reported the details
of the new mouse model online
in the Proceedings of the National

Academy of Sciences.
Baloh's work with the mice was
made possible in part by the Hope
Center for Neurological Disorders,
a collaboration between the School
of Medicine and Hope Happens, a
nonprofit foundation that raises
funds for research into neurodegenerative disorders such as ALS.
Christopher Hobler, a St. Louis
native who died of ALS in 2005,
and his family established the
foundation.
The mouse model has a point
mutation or single letter of erroneous DNA code in the gene for a
protein called TDP-43. University
of Pennsylvania researchers linked
TDP-43 to inherited forms of ALS
in 2006.
School of Medicine scientists
Nigel Cairns, Ph.D., research
associate professor of neurology
and of pathology and immunology, and Alison Goate, Ph.D.,
professor of genetics in psychiatry,
of neurology and of genetics,
See ALS, Page 2

FOCUS On family The annual Parent & Family Weekend, which begins Friday, Oct. 23, and
continues through Sunday, Oct. 25, will provide many opportunities for parents and siblings to
spend time on campus with their WUSTL students. Last year, Renna Rogalski snapped a picture of
her brother, wide receiver and current senior Brandon Rogalski, while she sat with her mother, Lori
Rogalski, at Francis Field. A variety of activities are planned for this year, including a talk on "The
Undergraduate Experience" by Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton at 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 24, in Brown
Hall, Room 100. Other events throughout the weekend include tours of campus and the St. Louis
area; open houses at schools and in residence halls; musical and stage productions; and much
more. For a full schedule of events, visit parents.wustl.edu/weekend.

Poet Phillips named National Book Award finalist
BY SUSAN

KlLLENBERG McGlNN
Poet Carl Phillips, professor of
English and of African and
African American studies, both in
Arts & Sciences, has been selected
— for the third time — as a finalist
for the National Book Award in
poetry.
Phillips was nominated in 2009
for his 10th collection of poetry,
"Speak Low," published in April by
Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
The highly acclaimed poet also
was a National Book Award finalist in 2004 for his seventh collection, "The Rest of Love: Poems,"
published by Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, and in 1998 for his third
collection, "From the Devotions,"

published by Graywolf Press.
"I am honored, surprised,
excited — and above all, grateful
to think that my work might resonate with someone besides its
maker," Phillips
said upon
learning
Oct. 14 of his
third nomination.
In describing "Speak
Low," Phillips
said, "I think of
it as a kind of
Phillips
meditation on
risk, restlessness, and the ways in which being
human can come into conflict with
how society defines so-called

moral and responsible behavior,
especially when it comes to sex."
Phillips, 50, who wrote poetry
as a teen and then stopped for
some 10 years after earning a
bachelors degree, only began
publishing his poetry when he was
in his early 30s.
His first book, "In the Blood,"
won the 1992 Samuel French
Morse Poetry Prize and was heralded as the work of an outstanding newcomer in the field of contemporary poetry.
His other books of poetry are
"Cortege" (1995), a finalist for
both the National Book Critics
Circle Award and the Lambda
Literary Award in Poetry;
"Pastoral"(2000), winner of the
See Phillips, Page 6

WUSTL's Nobel laureate welcomes new prize winners
BY MELODY WALKER

Douglass C. North, Ph.D., the Spencer T. Olin
Professor in Arts & Sciences, was fielding calls
from around the world after this years winners of the
Nobel Prize in economics were announced.
Friends, colleagues and reporters were
seeking his comments on the newest laureates: Elinor Ostrom, Ph.D., the Arthur
F. Bentley Professor of Political Science at
Indiana University Bloomington; and Oliver
Williamson, Ph.D., the Edgar F. Kaiser
Professor Emeritus of Business, Economics
and Law at the University of California,
Berkeley.
North, a 1993 recipient of the Nobel in
economics, could hardly contain his
North
enthusiasm.
"(Ostrom and Williamson) are both good friends
of mine," North said. "They both pioneered what is
now a rapidly expanding new institutional economics,
which attempts to integrate not only institutions into
economics but also integrate the social sciences and
cognitive sciences in a more elaborate and complex

framework of looking at how societies evolve over
time."
North and another Nobel laureate, economist
Ronald Coase, Ph.D., are credited with founding the
field of new institutional economics. North, a strong
proponent of a multidiscipline approach to economics, is pleased that Ostrom is the first politi~1 cal scientist to receive the economics prize.
"Elinor has done pioneering work on
volunteeristic organizations that evolve,"
North said. "They don't have a coercive
authority behind them but face the problem
of what we call common property resource
dilemmas,' which means nobody owns them,
and when nobody owns it, usually, we use it
badly.
"What Elinor tried to show us is that
there are all kinds of volunteeristic organizations that have evolved such as the lobster fishermen
in Maine — which have been quite successful and
effective," North said.
Ostrom is the first woman to receive the economics prize.

Longtime medical school dean
M. Kenton King dies at 84
BY BETH MILLER

M. Kenton King, M.D., dean
of the School of Medicine
for nearly 25 years, died Oct. 15,
2009, of complications from liver
cancer at his home in University
City. He was 84.
King was appointed the medical school's first full-time dean in
1965 at age 40 after swiftly gaining the senior faculty's confidence as acting dean for five
months. He retired in 1989 as
one of the longestserving medical deans
in the United States as
well as one of the most
successful.
Under King's guidance, the School of
Medicine became one
of the foremost institutions of medical education in the world.
Through his leadership King
and vision, in particular his instrumental role in recruiting new heads of all medical
school departments, he shaped
the course of the institution.
At the same time, he championed a dramatic change in the
composition of the student body,
favoring more minority and
women students.
He told the St. Louis PostDispatch in 1964: "There is simply no basis for skepticism about
women doctors any more ...
women have distinguished themselves beyond doubt in every
field and function of medicine."
During his tenure, the
school's campus grew

tremendously, with several new
buildings, including the
McDonnell Medical Sciences
Building, the Clinical Sciences
Research Building, the Bernard
Becker Medical Library and a
renovation of the East Building.
King also worked to strengthen
the amount and quality of research and to bolster alumni
relations.
Despite all of these accomplishments, King remained
modest. Earlier this year, he
said, "Many of the
deans in the country
were chosen for some
other feature, such as
their research. I had an
attitude that some of
the other deans did not
possess: That is, I just
wanted to do a good
job as dean."
King's colleagues
expressed sincere
admiration and respect
for his many leadership qualities: steadiness, patience, modesty and keen judgment.
"Ken King is one of my
heroes," said Larry J. Shapiro,
M.D., executive vice chancellor
for medical affairs and dean of
the medical school. "In his quiet
and unassuming way, he played
a key role in shaping the current
Washington University School
of Medicine. He led with integrity and had the respect and
confidence of faculty, students
and staff. He served the school
long and well and has left an
enduring mark."
See King, Page 6

See North, Page 2
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Engineering and curry: International program offers unique experience
BY DIANA LUTZ <

Energy and the environment
are among the most important issues facing this generation of college students. What
better way to learn about these
issues than over Korean banchan
or Indian curry?
The elective International
Experience in Energy,
Environmental & Chemical
Engineering (EECE 401) allows
WUSTL undergraduates the
opportunity to study energy
science at a top university in
another country.
International initiatives are
coordinated by WUSTL'S
McDonnell International Scholars
Academy, an innovative program
that brings students from overseas
universities to St. Louis for doctoral or professional degree programs. The goal is both to develop
future global leaders and to forge
enduring relationships among
institutions.
"Having this network in place,
we felt we could address global
challenge areas, and there's of
course no greater global challenge
area than energy and the environment," says Pratim Biswas, Ph.D.,
the Stifel and Quinette Jens

Professor of Environmental
Engineering Science and chair of
the Department of Energy,
Environmental and Chemical
Engineering.
"So we created a subgroup
called MAGEEP, for McDonnell
Academy Global Energy and
Environment Partnership," said
Biswas, who also is MAGEEP's
director. "We met for the first time
in 2007 in St. Louis, and many
collaborative projects arose out of
this meeting. But we felt we
should also do something for the
undergraduates because they also
are eager to have an international
experience."
The group designed an elective
in which two faculty members
lead a team of students on a trip to
one of the McDonnell partner
universities. Each year's class has a
theme, based on the interests of
the coordinating faculty members.
In the inaugural year, students
traveled to Beijing to study airquality science just as the Chinese
government was trying to bring
down pollution levels for the 2008
Olympic Games. This past summer, students traveled to Seoul to
learn about nanotechnology and
its role in energy and the environment, visiting Yonsei University,

Korea University and the Korean
Advanced Institute of Science and
Technology.
"So far, everyone seems to feel
it's just a fabulous experience,"
Biswas said.
The class isn't the standard
semester abroad. The students
take preprogram seminars in the
spring to bring them up to speed
on the technology theme and to
introduce them to the language
and culture of the host country.
During the summer trip, they
spend mornings attending lectures and afternoons touring labs.
Some stay on to do internships
at the partner university. All of
the students prepare a seminar
presentation in November and a
research paper in December.
During her internship,
Yueyang Frances Fei, a junior
biomedical engineering major,
worked on tiny disks that would
be used in microarrays, also
known as gene chips or DNA
chips.
Another student, Daniel
Eicholtz, a sophomore chemical
engineering major, experimented
with ways to improve a catalyst
that boosts fuel cell performance.
But it's not all work. The
students who visited Korea last

Health open enrollment begins Nov. 1
The annual health open enrollment period for the health/
dental or dental-only plans, the
health- and child-care flex spending plans, the Health Savings
Account (HSA) and the Retirement Medical Savings Account
(RMSA) will be from Nov. 1-30.
Enrollments and changes to
these plans made during the open
enrollment period and before the
Nov. 30 deadline will be effective

Jan. 1, 2010, for calendar year
2010.
During open enrollment, action is required to:
• Enroll or change health/
dental or dental-only plans;
• Enroll or continue HSA;
• Enroll or continue a health
flex-spending plan;
• Enroll or continue a childcare flex-spending plan; and
• Enroll or change an RMSA.
This is the only time during the
year that employees may change
health plans and/or coverage and
may enroll in the flex-spending
plans, HSA and RMSA.
No action is required to continue current health/dental or
dental-only plans or to continue
current contribution to the RMSA.
Knowing how important it is
for employees to make the best
decisions for themselves and their
families, the Office of Human
Resources will hold 20 one-hour
informational meetings for employees from Nov. 3-24 in locations on all four campuses and two
West County sites as well as a
conference call with WUSTL's
Rolla Heart Care Institute
employees.
"These meetings provide employees with the opportunity to
receive a further explanation of all
of the benefit information included in the Health Open Enrollment

North
Ostrom first woman to
win Nobel in economics
- from Page 1
Williamson was cited by the
Nobel committee "for his analysis
of economic governance, especially the boundaries of the firm."
"Oliver Williamson has done
pioneering work, following up on
Ronald Coase's work, attempting
to explore the way in which institutional structures affect business
organizations," North said, "and

Benefits meeting schedule
Danforth Campus
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

L0, 2 p.m., North Brookings Hall, Room 300
17,11 a.m., Givens Hall, Kemp Auditorium, Room 116
19, 2 p.m., Anheuser-Busch Hall, Moot Courtroom
24, 10 a.m., Anheuser-Busch Hall, Moot Courtroom

Medical Campus
Nov. 3, 2 p.m., Mallinckrodt, Scarpellino Auditorium, 1st floor
Nov. 5, 2 p.m., McDonnell Science Building, Cori Auditorium
Nov. 9, 2 p.m., McDonnell Science Building, Moore Auditorium
Nov. 10,10 a.m., Children's Hospital Auditorium, 3rd floor
Nov. 12, 2 p.m., Yalem Building, Steinberg Amphitheater, 1st floor
Nov. 13,11:45 a.m., 4444 Forest Park, OT Auditorium, Room 1501
Nov. 17, 2 p.m., McDonnell Science Building, Cori Auditorium
Nov. 19, 10 a.m., Wohl Clinic, Wohl Auditorium, 1st floor
Nov. 24, 2 p.m., Children's Hospital Auditorium, 3rd floor

North Campus
Nov. 11, 2 p.m., Room 1312

West Campus
Nov. 4, 2 p.m., Multipurpose Room 350
Nov. 12,10 a.m., Multipurpose Room 350

Barnes West County
Nov. 16, 2 p.m., Heart Care Institute Kitchen
Nov. 16, 3 p.m., Heart Care Institute Kitchen

West County Orthopedics
Nov. 18,12 p.m., Steele Conference Room, 2nd floor

Rolla Heart Care Institute

summer enjoyed meals of banchan and kimchi, rode the bullet
train, visited gaming centers
called PC bangs where kids gather
to play multiplayer computer
games and eat ramen noodles,
and ogled a giant virtual fish pond
complete with talking fish in the
Yonsei University library.
Next year, the theme will be
aerosols and the class will travel
to Mumbai, India, with faculty
members Da-Ren Chen, Ph.D.,
associate professor of energy,
environmental and chemical
engineering, and Ruth Chen,
Ph.D., professor of practice in the
School of Engineering and
Applied Science.
While WUSTL has an internationally known aerosol science
and technology group, providing
an opportunity to undergraduates
to see some of this in practice in
other parts of the world is a
unique educational experience.
Da-Ren Chen's research interest is devising instruments for
measuring aerosols, including
miniature aerosol sensor/GPS
hybrids, and Ruth Chen's is the
toxicity of small particles.
The students will attend lectures on a variety of energy-related topics with their counterparts

at the India Institute of Technology in Mumbai. Field trips will
include visits to petrochemical
plants and rural villages.
Part of the program will be in
conjunction with faculty from
another McDonnell Academy
partner university, the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences (TISS).
Gautam Yadama, Ph.D., associate
professor of social work in the
George Warren Brown School of
Social Work and an ambassador
to TISS, and Biswas have a project
under way in which novel aerosol
instruments are being used to
measure particle size distributions
from biomass cook stoves.
The idea is to introduce students to the two extremes of
Indian energy use, said Biswas.
Coal-fired plants are going up all
over India as it moves on with its
industrial develoment.
Indian villagers use the oldest
form of biofuel to cook food:
wood from trees.
Interested applicants can
download an application at eece.
wustl.edu/undergraduateprograms/Pages/Mumbailndia.aspx.
The deadline has been extended.
For more information, contact
Ruth Chen at ruth.chen@wustl.
edu or 935-6103.

AL$

develop within the motor neurons
of the mice, another symptom that
echoes human ALS pathology.
from Page 1
Scientists know that the TDP43 protein is both a transcription
sequenced a point mutation in the
and a splicing factor, which means
TDP-43 gene of a St. Louis family
that it binds to both RNA and
with an inherited form of ALS, and DNA to regulate the creation of
Baloh's lab created a mouse line
particular proteins. But they don't
with the family's mutation.
yet know enough details about its
"Ten percent of all ALS cases
normal function to determine how
are inherited, but only a small
TDP-43 mutations cause ALS.
portion of the known inherited
"The mutation could be making
forms of the disorder are clinically the TDP-43 protein toxic to nerve
indistinguishable from sporadic
cells, or it could be blocking a
ALS," Baloh said.
normal function of the protein
"TDP-43 is only the second
that is essential for those cells,"
gene to be linked to an inherited
Baloh said. "The mice will help us
form of ALS that appears clinically test both of these possibilities."
identical to sporadic ALS, and it's
The new mouse model also may
very promising that this similarity provide an important tool for
allows the symptoms of sporadic
screening new drugs, according to
ALS to be accurately modeled in
Baloh. Scientists already have
mice," Baloh said.
another mouse model of ALS with
While mice typically live more
a mutation in SOD1, the first gene
than two years, mice with the
to be linked to an inherited form
TDP-43 mutation live only five
of ALS with typical symptoms, but
months. Like humans, the mice
Baloh said it hasn't always been the
develop problems with walking,
best tool for predicting if treatlose muscle mass and eventually
ments will work in humans.
become paralyzed.
"If we use the two models
"The mice have damage to both together to test potential treatupper motor neurons, which exments, though, that might provide
tend from the brain to the spinal
us with a much finer screen,"
cord, and lower motor neurons,
Baloh said. "This could help relieve
which reach from the spinal cord
some frustration in the field beto the muscles," Baloh said. "In
cause there are a number of new
humans, damage to both upper
drugs ready to be tested in huand lower motor neurons is remans, and we urgently need ways
quired for a diagnosis of ALS."
to determine which should be
Clumps of unidentified proteins tried first."

Nov. 6, 1 p.m., Conference Room

brochure and to ask their general
and specific questions," said Tom
Lauman, director of benefits, who
will be the presenter at all
sessions.
The meeting schedule was
included in the open enrollment
brochure that will be sent to

campus boxes Wednesday,
Oct. 28, and also can be found
(as of Nov. 1) at hr.wustl.edu or
medschoolhr.wustl.edu.
For more information about
open enrollment, contact the
Danforth or Medical School
benefits departments.

how it has influenced the policy
structure of business organizations and led to more productivity
in the organization."
North dismisses critics who
say Ostrom and Williamson do
not subscribe to the formal, mathematical model-based approach
to economics. North disapproves
of the direction economics has
gone toward narrower and more
specialized models.
"I've gone just the other way,"
North said. "I don't think you can
make sense of the world without
integrating economics with the
other social sciences and cognitive science because we don't live

in an economic world. We live in
a world that is an intermingling
complex of all those things."
North said the work of Ostrom
and Williamson, like his own, is
helping to understand the way
societies evolve.
"We're just beginning to do
important work," North said.
"Both Elinor and Oliver are contributing to that work, and I'm
delighted to see them get into the
game."
For a video of North discussing his fellow Nobel laureates and
offering more economic insight,
go to record.wustl.edu/news/
page/normal/14895.html.
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School of Medicine Update
Medical Center
illuminates sidewalks
in proactive effort
BY BETH MILLER

As fall moves closer to winter
and daylight hours shorten,
the Washington University
Medical Center is looking brighter thanks to new light fixtures
installed on sidewalks throughout
the campus.
The lighting project began in
the spring to improve inconsistent
and low levels of lighting in pedestrian areas of the Medical
Center, to improve public safety
and to create a consistent architectural look.
In addition, more pan-tiltzoom closed-circuit surveillance
cameras have been installed, and
three full-time officers were added to the school's Protective
Services staff.
Phase I of the lighting project,
which was completed last month,
included installation of 40-foot
cobra-head style light fixtures
every 100-120 feet on sidewalks
along one side of the street, installation of lantern-style lights with
planters every 50-60 feet, replacing sidewalks and installing
pavers.
The projects costs were shared
by the School of Medicine and
BJC HealthCare.
Last spring, Jim Stueber, director of facilities engineering, and
Jim Jackson, project engineering
manager, used a light meter to
measure light in all areas of the
Medical Center, including sidewalks, parking lots and garages.
They determined that some areas
were well lit, but other areas had
less-than-optimal light.
The newly installed cobrahead-style light fixtures provide
80 percent of the light on the
sidewalks, Stueber said.
To complete the utility work,
the sidewalks that were removed
to install electrical lines for the
new lamps were replaced, and
decorative paver sections have
been added every 25-30 feet along
the sidewalk. The pavers, at a
nominal increase in what would
have been the cost of reinstalling
concrete, provide a distinct and
consistent look throughout the
campus.
The project also is a continuation of a commitment to a campus
style established several years ago
when similar lighting and landscaping were installed on the
western side of the Medical Center.

The School of Medicine and
BJC HealthCare have installed
additional closed-circuit cameras
throughout the campus. The
School of Medicine added six
cameras, bringing the total to 31.
The number will increase to 34
when the BJC Institute of Health
at Washington University is completed in December.
"We took a hard look at the
campus and areas we could and
couldn't see well, studied campus
maps and came up with the need
for additional cameras," said John
Ursch, director of Protective
Services. "We now have close to
100 percent coverage of the campus, or as complete a view as we
can get."
The cameras follow a preprogrammed route, but can be manually operated by an officer to look
closer at an area of concern, Ursch
said. The new lighting also offers
better visibility for the cameras.
Ursch said the additional lighting, cameras and additional protective services officers were preventative steps to enhance public
safety and the perception of safety
and to give the campus a consistent look. Street crime has not
been a problem within the
Medical Center, but these improvements help ensure that the
campus remains safe, inviting and
distinctive, Ursch said.
"Our campus is more a collection of buildings in an urban
environment," he said. "The lighting project is a valuable tool identifying its place within the surrounding community."
With the distinctive and
brighter lighting and the sidewalk
pavers, the Medical Center is
creating a visible identity that
defines its boundaries. This identity helps foster an awareness of
the areas within the protective
services presence of the School of
Medicine and Barnes-Jewish and
St. Louis Children's hospitals.
Though the Medical Center is
taking these measures to keep
students, faculty and staff safe in
the community, it is important to
remember that personal safety is a
shared responsibility. Pedestrians
are reminded to be aware of surroundings and to be attentive to
potentially risky situations.
Call 362-HELP (4357) to request a personal safety escort or to
contact Protective Services 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

Health Happening wellness fair Oct. 28
School of Medicine employees
will have a chance to test their
fitness and learn about smoking
cessation at the Health Happening
wellness fair Wednesday, Oct. 28,
from 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
The fall Health Happening
event, "Form, Fitness and
Function," is sponsored by the
University's Wellness Council. It
will be held in the first-floor atrium of the McDonnell Pediatrics
Research Building on Children's
Place and is free to all School of
Medicine employees.
Faculty and doctoral students
from the Program in Physical
Therapy will provide the screenings for blood pressure, posture,
body composition, cardiovascular
fitness, flexibility, balance, foot
function and sensation. Each
participant will receive results
from the tests and screenings. All
results will be kept confidential.
"These assessments have been
very popular at previous Health

Happening wellness fairs, and
employees have requested more,"
said Legail Chandler, director of
human resources at the School of
Medicine.
Employees also can learn how
to participate in research studies in
the Program in Physical Therapy.
There also will be information
on smoking cessation classes available to the School of Medicine
community as well as information
on wellness, disease prevention,
exercise and making healthy lifestyle changes.
Susan Deusinger, Ph.D., profes:
sor and executive director of the
Program in Physical Therapy, and
Susan Racette, Ph.D., research
assistant professor of physical
therapy and of medicine, will
aggregate results of the fitness
assessments and present findings
to the Wellness Council. The results may be used to identify health
needs among School of Medicine
employees.

MUSIC tO their ears Rehan Hasan, a third-year doctoral student in the Program in Physical
Therapy, sings songs he wrote about relationships at the student coffeehouse this month at
the Farrell Learning and Teaching Center. At the coffeehouse, sponsored by the Student Arts
Commission, students sang, played instruments and read poetry. The commission holds several
coffeehouses each year.

Solnica-Krezel to lead developmental
biology department at medical school
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

Lilianna Solnica-Krezel, Ph.D.,
has been chosen to head the
Department of Developmental
Biology at the School of Medicine.
Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice chancellor for medical
affairs and dean of the School of
Medicine, announced the appointment, effective Jan.l, 2010.
"Lila is a visionary scientist
and outstanding leader who will
reach across departments and
schools to build the strongest
possible developmental biology
department,"
Shapiro said. "I
am confident
that with her
guidance, this
department
will continue
to be at the
forefront of
research that is
redefining how
Solnica-Krezel
we think about
human disease
and how best to treat it."
Solnica-Krezel is the University
Professor and the Martha Rivers
Ingram Professor of Developmental Genetics at Vanderbilt University. She also is a professor of
biological sciences, of pediatrics
and of cell and developmental
biology.
"I am honored by the invitation to head the new Department
of Developmental Biology at
Washington University, which has
superb traditions in the area of
developmental neurobiology and
embryology," Solnica-Krezel said.
"It is a particularly opportune

'Lila is a visionary scientist and outstanding
leader who will reach across departments
and schools to build the strongest possible
developmental biology department."
LARRY

J. SHAPIRO

time for developmental biology
research as recent technological
breakthroughs in the animal
model systems afford insights
into human embryonic development. We are discovering that
many of the adult human diseases
have their origins during embryogenesis, while studies of stem
cells and regeneration are bringing us closer to curing human
diseases and pushing boundaries
of aging. I am thrilled about
joining the excellent group of
developmental biologists at
Washington University and
working with them to shape the
future of the department."
The molecular biology and
pharmacology department became the developmental biology
department in 2007. The change
reflected a shift in the department's research focus from embryonic development, aging,
regenerative biology and physiology to an organism's development
through life.
As head of the Department of
Developmental Biology, SolnicaKrezel succeeds interim head
David M. Ornitz, M.D., Ph.D.,
who has held the position since
October 2004. Ornitz will return
to his full-time research and
teaching responsibilities.

Genome Center's data facility
gets LEED Gold certification
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

Washington University has yet
another "green" building on
its campus.
The Genome Center's new data
facility has received Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold certification
from the U.S. Green Building
Council. The designation makes it
the first LEED Gold-certified
building on the School of Medicine campus and the only data
center in the St. Louis region to
attain LEED Gold status.
LEED is an internationally
recognized green building certification system that shows a

building was designed and built
using strategies that decrease the
effects on the environment.
Scientists who specialize in
sequencing and analyzing the DNA
of an organism — be it a human or
a mouse — rely on computers to
process and store massive amounts
of genetic data. The utilitarian data
center structure houses dozens of
racks of computers with more than
3 petabytes (3 million gigabytes) of
disk storage. Computations that
took seven years during the original Human Genome Project can
now be completed in about seven
days in the new facility, which
offers ample capacity for future
expansion.

"As an internationally regarded
scientist and key member of the
department for more than 17
years, David was the ideal person
to guide the department through
its renaming and its recent shift in
focus," Shapiro said. "He has done
a tremendous job and has ensured
the department's success."
Solnica-Krezel earned a master's degree in molecular biology
from Warsaw University in Poland
in 1985 and a doctorate in oncology from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in the
McArdle Laboratory for Cancer
Research in 1991.
She also completed a postdoctoral fellowship in developmental
genetics in 1995 at Harvard
Medical School, where she helped
to initiate and carry out the first
large-scale genetic screen for
mutations affecting zebrafish
embryonic development.
Solnica-Krezel studies the
molecular and genetic mechanisms that control the early development of vertebrate animals. She
has studied this process in zebrafish, using a combination of genetic analysis with embryological
and molecular methods.

Shapiro to give
Dean's Update
Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice chancellor for
medical affairs and dean of
the School of Medicine, will
give the annual Dean's Update
to School of Medicine employees Oct. 29 from
2-3 p.m. and Nov. 4 from
10-11 a.m. in the Connor
Auditorium in the Farrell
Learning and Teaching
Center.
In each session, Shapiro
plans to give updates on the
School of Medicine's key
initiatives, including the educational program, clinical
practice, research enterprise,
BJC Institute of Health at
Washington University and
progress on gender balance
and diversity.
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See biggest display yet of
undergraduate research at DUC
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR
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The DyC was transformed for one day last fall into a center of
undergraduate research. On Saturday, Oct. 24, it again will be
brimming with posters and displays, this time detailing more than
300 undergraduate research projects.

How does the word "recession"
relate to confidence in the
economy? How can elevation
affect plant stress? What constitutes presolar carbonaceous
Stardust?
The answers to these questions
and many more will be revealed
during the annual fall Undergraduate Research Symposium
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 24, throughout the Danforth
University Center.
More than 300 undergraduate
students are expected to showcase
their research projects through
poster presentations and visual
and oral presentations during the
event, which is free and open to
the public.
"This symposium continues to
grow and expand each year," said
Henry Biggs, Ph.D., associate dean
in Arts & Sciences and director of
the Office of Undergraduate
Research. "Our previous high
watermark was 220 posters, and,
this year, it looks like we will have

well over 300.
"We've come a long way from
the first symposium with eight
participants. We are honored to
have the opportunity to provide a
venue for each of our undergraduate students, from all five colleges,
to present and discuss the research
that's been the focus of much of
their time on campus," Biggs said.
Junior T.J. Pepping, majoring
in chemical engineering and in
economics in Arts & Sciences, will
present his research on the economic analysis of microhydropower in Iceland.
"The Undergraduate Research
Symposium is a great experience,
whether you're a participant or a
visitor," Pepping said. "As a participant, it's a chance to showcase
the work you've been doing, and,
as a visitor, it's just interesting to
walk by all the posters. The research being presented can be
really amazing, and it's a fantastic
chance to see all of the opportunities that are available to undergraduate students at a research
university like WUSTL."

Senior Laura Kelly, majoring in
psychology in Arts & Sciences,
will present her research into what
effect the word "recession" has on
confidence in the economy.
"By conducting my research
project and preparing my data for
the symposium, I gained experience that will help me better implement research projects in the
future and learned important data
analysis skills," Kelly said.
"Few universities have such a
robust undergraduate research
program that supports students
throughout the course of their
research and gives them such a
great opportunity to present their
studies," Kelly said.
"This experience will give me
an advantage in graduate school
when I will be expected to independently conduct and present my
own research. Moreover, it gave
me invaluable skills that will help
me reach my goal of producing
quality cognitive science research,"
Kelly said.
For more information, visit
ur.wustl.edu.

Mayor Francis Slay to address urban issues for Assembly Series
BY KURT MUELLER

Chimes Junior Honorary and the
Assembly Series are co-sponsoring
an informal discussion with Francis
G. Slay, mayor of the City of St. Louis,
at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 29 in the Danforth
University Center Tisch Commons. The
event is free and open to the public.
According to Chimes' co-chair Jake
Novick, a junior business student, the goal
of the program is to create awareness
among students of urban problems such as
educational disparities, homelessness and
gang violence, and how these issues affect
the students' adopted city.

"We hope that Mayor Slay will give an
overview of what's happening in the City of
St. Louis, how the local government is
trying to address the types of social ills that
plague all urban areas, and what we can do
to help," Novick said.
Slay, elected in 2001, was re-elected to
his third term in April 2009. He is only the
fourth mayor in the city's history elected to
serve three terms in office.
During his tenure as mayor, Slay has
been working to fight chronic poverty and
the social ills that accompany it by expanding job training, attracting private investment in neglected neighborhoods, helping
ex-offenders and homeless people become

productive citizens and
improving education for
all children, including
those in poverty.
The mayor is a
strong advocate of
public education.
In addition to supporting efforts to improve the St. Louis
Slay
Public Schools, he
believes that additional
public education options must be created
and advocates the creation of quality charter schools.
Slay earned a bachelor's degree from

Quincy College and a law degree from Saint
Louis University.
He practiced law for 20 years at Guilfoil
Petzall & Shoemake, where he was a partner specializing in commercial law and
corporate litigation.
He served as a St. Louis alderman for 10
years and then as president of the Board of
Alderman from 1995-2001.
Slay, an avid soccer fan and former
college player, is one of eleven children and
was raised in south St. Louis. He is a graduate of St. Mary's High School.
For more information on this or other
Assembly Series events, call 935-5285 or
visit assemblyseries.wusd.edu.

Bugs to Drugs • Mirth Busters • America's Energy Future
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place Oct. 22-Nov. 4 at
Washington University. Visit the Web for
expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (news-info.wustl.edu/calendars)
and the School of Medicine (medschool.
wustl. edu/calendars. html).

Exhibits

University Center, Rm. 276. For information:
humanvalues.wustl.edu.
7 p.m. Japanese Film Series. "Family Game."
McMillan Hall, Rm. 149. 935-5110.

Lectures
Thursday, Oct. 22

"Metabolic City." Through Jan. 4. Kemper
Art Museum. 935-4523.

Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Epithelial
Morphogenesis and Remodeling in
Development and Disease." Gregory D.
Longmore, prof, of medicine. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.

Film

4 p.m. Religious Studies Lecture.
Witherspoon Memorial Lecture in Religion
and Science. "Religious Naturalism and
Ecomorality." Ursula Goodenough, prof, of
biology. Lab Sciences Bldg., Jerzewiak
Family Aud. 935-8677.

"Chance Aesthetics." Through Jan. 4.
Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.

Thursday, Oct. 22
7 p.m. Korean Film Series. "Rough Cut."
Jang Hoon, dir. Seigle Hall, Rm. L004.
935-5110.

Friday, Oct. 23

4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Function and Dysfunction at the
Intersection Between Autophagy and the
UPS." Conrad Chris Weihl, asst. prof, of
neurology. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.
362-3315.

7 p.m. St. Louis Film Conference. Film
Students' Showcase and Reception. Reels
by participating educational institutions.
Steinberg Hall Aud. Reservations required:
STLouisfilmconference@gmail.com.

4:15 p.m. Earth & Planetary Sciences
Colloquium. "Kinetic Isotope Fractionations
in Diverse Settings." Frank Richter, prof, of
geophysical sciences, U. of Chicago. Earth
& Planetary Sciences Bldg., Rm. 203.
935-5610.

Monday, Oct. 26

Friday, Oct. 23

7 p.m. Asian and Near Eastern Languages
and Literatures Middle East-North Africa
Film Series. "AN Zaoua, Prince de la Rue."
(Discussion to follow.) Seigle Hall,
Rm. L006. 935-5110.

9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Annual
J. Neal and Lois Middlekamp Lecture.
"Immunizations 2009: An Update on New
Vaccines and Their Impact." Kathryn
Edwards, prof, of pediatrics, Vanderbilt U.
School of Medicine. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.

Thursday, Oct. 29
5 p.m. Center for the Study of Ethics &
Human Values Film. "The Cats of
Mirikitani." Part of "Ethnic Profiling: A
Challenge to Democracy" series. Danforth

11 a.m. Computer Science & Engineering
Colloquium. "Self Localizing Smart Camera
Networks & Their Applications." Camillo
J. Taylor, assoc. prof, of computer &

How to submit
'University Events'
Submit "University Events"
items to Angela Hall of the
Record staff via:
e-mail — recordcalendar
Owustl.edu
campus mail —
Campus Box 1070
fax —935-4259
Upon request, forms for
submitting events will be e-mailed,
mailed or faxed to departments to be
filled out and returned.
Deadline for submissions
is noon the Thursday prior to
publication date.

information science, U. of Penn. Cupples II
Hall, Rm. 217. 935-6160.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Lecture.
"Understanding and Preventing the
Degeneration of Motor Neurons." Timothy
M. Miller, asst. prof, of neurology.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 426. 362-6950.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. Spencer T. Olin
Fellows Lecture. "Beyond the Wedding
Ring: LGBT Activism in the Age of Obama."
Urvashi Vaid, activist, lawyer & author.
Graham Chapel. 935-5285.
4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture Series.
"'Une Nouvelle Culture': Gerard Lockel,
Nationalism and the Legitimization of Gwoka
in Guadeloupe." Jerome Carnal, Ph.D.
candidate. Music Classroom Bldg., Rm. 102.
935-5566.

Saturday, Oct. 24
10 a.m. Physics Saturday Science Lecture
Series. "Roll Over Galileo: The New

Astronomy of Gravitational Waves." Clifford
Will, prof, of physics. Crow Hall, Rm. 201.
935-6276.

Monday, Oct. 26
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. St. Louis STD/HIV
Prevention Center CME Course. "Syphilis
Update." Cost: $25. For location and to
register: 747-1522.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Neurooncology Research Group Seminar
Series. "Selective mRNA Translation in
Cancer." Jason Weber, assoc. prof, of
medicine. South Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip
Needleman Library. 454-8981.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Regulating Adaptive Immunity:
Follicular Helpers and Plasma Cells."
Michael McHeyzer-Williams, prof,
immunology & microbial science, The
Scripps Research Inst. Farrell Learning &
Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.
4 p.m. Interdisciplinary Project in the
Humanities Translation Lecture Series.
"Language Games: Conversations on
Translation." Robert Hegel, prof, of
comparative literature. Duncker Hall,
Rm. 101.935-4200.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity S
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Math Instead
of Mice: Computer Models to Understand
Excitable Diseases." Colleen E. Clancy,
assoc. prof., U. of Calif., Davis. (5 p.m.
reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.

Tuesday, Oct. 27
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Intercellular Transmission of Toxoplasma
Gondii." Vemon B. Carruthers, asst. prof,
of microbiology & immunology, U. of Mich.
Medical School. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-8873.
5 p.m. Freedom From Smoking Class.
"Relapse Prevention and Graduation" and
"Decision Process." Center for Advanced
Medicine, Barnard Health and Cancer Info.
Center. To register: 362-7844.

6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Sam Weber and Jillian Tamaki,
artists. (6 p.m. reception.) Steinberg Aud.
935-4523.

Wednesday, Oct. 28
Noon. History & Philosophy of Science &
Medicine Seminar Series. "Nature and
Nazi Diet." Corinna Treitel, asst. prof, of
history. Life Sciences Bldg., Rm. 202.
935-5137.
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Regulation of Mouse Embryonic Retinal
Cell Fates." Nadean L. Brown, asst. prof,
of pediatrics, U. of Cincinnati College of
Medicine. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.
362-3315.
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Marcelo Spina, architect. (6 p.m.
reception.) Steinberg Aud. 935-4523.
7 p.m. Science on Tap Lecture.
"Mirth Busters: Facts and Fictions of
Happiness." Randy J. Larsen, prof, of
human values. Schlafly Bottleworks, 7260
Southwest Ave., Crown Room. 935-5285.

Thursday, Oct. 29
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Ob/Gyn CME Course.
"Annual Symposium on Obstetrics and
Gynecology." (Continues 7:45 a.m.4:30 p.m. Oct. 30.) Cost: $395 for
physicians, $300 for allied health
professionals. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. To register: 362-6891.
7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Thoracic Surgery CME
Course. "Contemporary General Thoracic
Surgery." (Continues 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oct. 30.) Cost: $475, $325 for allied health
professionals. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. To register: 362-6891.
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Our Community, Our Health
Conference. "Community-Academic
Partnerships to Reduce Health Disparities
in St. Louis." Co-sponsored by Inst. of
Clinical and Translational Sciences, Center
for Health Policy, Inst. for Public Health
and Saint Louis U. (Continental breakfast
and lunch provided.) Emerson Center,
Harris Stowe State U. 362-9829.
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Saturday Science series
focuses on astronomy

See the Stars 011 CampilS Participate in the International Year of Astronomy by making a visit
to the observatory on top of Crow Hall. It is open to the Washington University community on
reasonably clear Monday through Thursday evenings from when the sky is dark — now about
7 p.m. — to 10 p.m. during the fall semester. Admission is free. The observatory's telescope, which
was donated to WUSTL in 1859, is the oldest instrument in the Department of Physics in Arts
& Sciences. The lenses for the 6-inch refractor telescope were made by Henry Fitz & Co. and
refigured in 1882 by Alvan Clark & Sons, both notable 19th-century American telescope makers.
For more information about viewing the night sky through the observatory's telescope, visit
physics.wustl.edu/Overview/Docs/Observatory.php. Visitors should call 935-6278 during viewing
hours to be sure that the observatory is open.

Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Engineering
Artificial Nucleases for Targeted Genomic
Manipulation." Scot A. Wolfe, assoc. prof,
of biochemistry and molecular pharmacology, U. of Mass. Medical School. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
4 p.m. McDonnell Center for the Space
Sciences Colloquium. Robert M. Walker
Distinguished Lecture Series. "The Deep
History of Life." Andrew Knoll, prof, of
natural history and earth & planetary
sciences, Harvard U. (3:30 p.m. coffee,
Compton Hall, Rm. 245.) Crow Hall,
Rm. 201. 935-6276.
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Retinal Neuroprotection by Erythropoietin."
Guo-Tong Xu, prof., Shanghai Inst. for
Biological Sciences. Maternity Bldg.,
Rm. 725. 362-3315.
5:30 p.m. Assembly Series. Chimes
Junior Honorary. Francis G. Slay, mayor
of St. Louis. Danforth University Center,
Tisch Commons. 935-5285.

Friday, Oct. 30
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "The
Role of Autophagy Genes in Inflammatory
Bowel Disease." Thaddeus Stappenbeck,
asst. prof, of pathology and immunology.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chemical
Engineering Seminar Series. Cox Lecture
l-CARES Distinguished Speaker Series.
"Synthetic Biology for Synthetic Chemistry:
From Bugs to Drugs and Fuels." Jay
Keasling, prof, of chemical engineering,
U. of Calif., Berkeley. Lopata Hall, Rm. 101.
935-5548.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Lecture.
"Distinct Roles for the Actin Nucleators
Arp2/3 and hDial During NK-Mediated
Cytotoxicity." W. Boyd Butler, postdoctoral research assoc. in cell biology
& physiology. McDonnell Medical Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-6950.
3 p.m. Center for the Study of Ethics
& Human Values Lecture. "When
Experiments Travel: Clinical Trials and the
Global Search for Human Subjects." Part
of "Ethnic Profiling: A Challenge to
Democracy" series. McMillan Hall,
Rm, 149. For information:
humanvalues.wustl.edu.

Noon. Work, Families and Public Policy
Brown Bag Seminar Series. "The
Proximity of Adult Children to Their
Parents: Description, Correlates and Some
Theory." Robert Pollak, prof, of
economics. Seigle Hall, Rm. 348.
935-4918.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Functional Diversity of Non
Lymphoid Tissue DCs." Miriam Merad,
assoc. prof, of gene and cell medicine, The
Mount Sinai Medical Center. Farrell
Learning & Teaching Center, Connor Aud.
362-2763.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity &
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Forming the
Arrhythmogenic Substrate: Molecular
Mechanisms of Gap Junction
Remodeling." Heather S. Duffy, instructor
in medicine, Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center. (5 p.m. reception.)
Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218. 935-7887.
8 p.m. Romance Languages and
Literatures Lecture. Rolando Lara
Memorial Lecture. "Copies, Facsimiles,
and the Invisible Text." Carlo Ginzburg,
prof, of Italian Renaissance studies, U. of
Calif., Los Angeles. Whitaker Hall Aud.
935-5175.

Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Using Epigenomics to Understand
Toxoplasma Gondii Gene Expression."
Kami Kim, prof, of microbiology and
immunology, Albert Einstein College of
Medicine. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
286-1123.
5 p.m. Freedom From Smoking Class.
"Studying Your Habit and Building
Motivation." Center for Advanced
Medicine, Barnard Health and Cancer Info.
Center. To register: 362-7844.

Wednesday, Nov. 4
5:30 p.m. Assembly Series. Sam Fox
School of Design and Visual Arts Lecture.
"Creative Leadership." John Maeda,
president, Rhode Island School of Design.
Graham Chapel. 935-5285.

Music
Thursday, Oct. 22

7 p.m. McDonnell Center for the Space
Sciences Colloquium. Robert M. Walker
Distinguished Lecture Series. "Mars as the
Abode of Life?" Andrew Knoll, prof, of
natural history and earth & planetary
sciences, Harvard U. Lab. Sciences Bldg'.,
Rm. 300. 935-6276.

8 p.m. Student Recital. Recital Hall,
560 Trinity Ave. 935-5566.

10 a.m. Physics Saturday Science Lecture
Series. "Radio and Gamma-Ray
Observations of Supermassive Black
Holes." Henric Krawczynski, assoc. prof, of
physics. Crow Hall, Rm. 201.935-6276.

Monday, Nov. 2
11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. I-CARES Symposium.
"America's Energy Future: Challenges and
Opportunities." (Reception follows,
Danforth University Center.) Simon Hall,
May Aud. Reservations required:
wustl.edu/energyfuture.

Friday, Oct. 30
5:15 p.m. Volleyball vs. North Park U. Bears
Classic II. Athletic Complex. 935-4705.
7:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Culver-Stockton
College. Bears Classic II. Athletic Complex.
935-4705.

Saturday, Oct. 31
10 a.m. Volleyball vs. Virginia Wesleyan
College. Bears Classic II. Athletic Complex.
935-4705.
1 p.m. Swimming and Diving vs. DePauw U.
Athletic Complex. 935-4705.
2:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Rhodes College.
Bears Classic II. Athletic Complex.
935-4705.

On Stage
Friday, Oct. 23

Tuesday, Nov. 3

4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture Series.
"Stranger Than Fiction: Convention,
Collaboration and Credibility in BiHie
Holiday's 'Lady Sings the Blues.'" Maya
Gibson, postdoctoral fellow, Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation. Music Classroom
Bldg., Rm. 102. 935-5566.

Saturday, Oct. 31

Sunday, Oct. 25
1 p.m. Women's Soccer vs. Fontbonne U.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Danny Campbell,
trumpet, and Maurice Carnes, drums.
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge. 862-0274.

Monday, Oct. 26

Thursday, Oct. 29
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Ptah Williams,
piano, and his group. Ridgley Hall, Holmes
Lounge. 862-0274.

Sports

8 p.m. Performing Arts Dept. Presentation.
"Ragtime." (Also 8 p.m. Oct. 24, 30 and 31;
2 p.m. Oct. 25 and Nov. 1.) Cost: $20, $15
for faculty and staff, $10 for students,
seniors and children. Edison Theatre.
935-5858.

And More
Saturday, Oct. 24
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Undergraduate Research
Symposium. Danforth University Center.
For more information: ur.wustl.edu.

Wednesday, Oct. 28
7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. School of Medicine Health
Happening Wellness Fair. "Fitness, Form
and Function." McDonnell Pediatric
Research Bldg., First Fl., Atrium. 286-1400.

Thursday, Oct. 29
2 p.m. School of Medicine Dean's Update.
Larry J. Shapiro, exec, vice chancellor for
medical affairs. Also 10 a.m. Nov. 4.
(Refreshments served.) Farrell Learning &
Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-7196.
7 p.m. Kemper Art Museum "Chance
Aesthetics" Walkthrough. (6 p.m.
reception.) Museum membership & R.S.V.P.
required: 655-5390.

Sunday, Nov. 1
2 p.m. Kemper Art Museum Permanent
Collection Tours. Kemper Art Museum.
935-4523.

Monday, Nov. 2
5:15 p.m. School of Medicine Distinguished
Service Teaching Awards. (Reception
follows.) Eric P. Newman Education Center.
362-7800.

Friday, Oct. 23
7 p.m. Men's Soccer vs. Berry College.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Print on the back of singlesided paper.

WUSTL physics professors
will explore topics in astronomy this fall during
the Saturday Science seminar
series, sponsored by the Department of Physics and University College, both in Arts &
Sciences.
Astrophysics was chosen as the
theme of this fall's Saturday Science series in honor of 2009's
designation as the International
Year of Astronomy by the International Astronomical Union and
the United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization.
Lectures are free and open to
the public, and no registration is
required. Presentations start at
10 a.m. and take place in Crow
Hall, Room 201.
The series began Oct. 17 with
the presentation "Production of
the Elements" by Ernst Zinner,
Ph.D., research professor.
The rest of the schedule:
Saturday, Oct. 24. "Roll Over,
Galileo: The New Astronomy of
Gravitational Waves," presented
by Clifford Will, Ph.D., the James
S. McDonnell Professor.
Since the time of Galileos
refinement of the telescope 400
years ago, almost all astronomical
discoveries have been made using
light. But some time during the
next 10 years, a new kind of astronomy will begin, using waves of

gravity, a phenomenon predicted
by Einstein's general theory of
relativity.
Oct. 31. "Radio and GammaRay Observations of Supermassive
Black Holes," presented by Henric
Krawczynski, Ph.D., associate
professor.
When nature squeezes a sufficient amount of matter into a
small volume, a black hole forms
— an object so massive and compact that nothing escapes its gravitational pull, not even light. There
is evidence that every massive
galaxy in the universe harbors a
"supermassive black hole" — with
a mass exceeding one million
times the mass of the sun.
Nov. 7. "Cosmology and
Particle Physics," presented by
Mark Alford, Ph.D., associate
professor.
Humans live in an expanding
universe, where "dark matter"
shapes galaxies and "dark energy"
drives the expansion rate faster
and faster. In Switzerland, the
Large Hadron Collider is about to
probe the building blocks of matter at the smallest distances ever
explored. Alford will discuss how
knowledge of the smallest particles
helps us understand the structure
and history of the universe.
For more information, call
935-6276 or visit physics.wustl.
edu, click on "Seminar/Events"
and then "Saturday Lectures."

Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series continues Oct. 27 and 28
Celebrated husband-and-wife
illustrators Sam Weber and
Jillian Tamaki will deliver a joint
lecture for the Sam Fox School of
Design & Visual Arts fall Public
Lecture Series at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 27.
In addition, Marcelo Spina
— founder of PATTERNS, a design research architectural practice in Los Angeles — will discuss
his work for the Sam Fox School
the following evening at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 28.
Both talks are free and open to
the public and take place in Steinberg Hall Auditorium and will be
preceded by receptions at 6 p.m.
Born in Alaska, Weber grew up
in Deep River, Ontario, Canada.
After attending the Alberta
College of Art and Design in
Calgary, he moved to New York to
pursue illustration and attend
graduate school at The School of
Visual Arts.
His illustrations have been
featured in The New Yorker, The
New York Times, Time magazine
and Rolling Stone, among others.
Tamaki, who grew up in
Calgary, is illustrator and cocreator — with her cousin, Mariko
Tamaki — of the graphic novel
"SKIM," which won the 2009
Doug Wright Award for Best Book

and was listed as one of The New
York Times' Best Illustrated
Children's Books.
Her illustrations appear regularly in The New York Times, The
New Yorker, the Washington Post,
Entertainment Weekly and the
Village Voice, among other
publications.
Spina — a visiting professor of
architecture in the Sam Fox
School this fall — was born in
Rosario, Argentina, and earned a
professional degree from the
National University of Rosario
and a master's degree in architecture from Columbia University in
New York.
A member of the design faculty
at The Southern California
Institute of Architecture since
2001, he established PATTERNS
in 1999 and remains co-principal
with Georgina Huljich.
Over the past decade,
PATTERNS has won international
recognition for its innovative
approach to design and architecture, which fuses advanced computation techniques with an extensive understanding of form,
building systems, tectonics and
materials.
For more information, call
935-9300 or visit samfoxschool.
wustl.edu.

Court of Appeals session at law school
BY JESSICA MARTIN

he Missouri Court of Appeals
Eastern District will hold a
special session at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 27, in the School
of Law's Bryan Cave Moot
Courtroom in Anheuser-Busch
Hall.
The public is invited to hear
cases involving a personal injury
claim, a domestic violence situation and a lease settlement.
The court periodically holds
sessions in law schools as part of
an educational program.
The judges hearing oral arguments are Robert G. Dowd Jr.,
J.D.; Lawrence E. Mooney, J.D.;
Glenn A. Norton, J.D.; and Sherri
B. Sullivan, J.D.
After the special session, the

judges will be available to answer
general questions about judicial
procedure as well as judicial
clerkships.
To limit the amount of disturbances to the proceedings, visitors
are asked to enter and exit the
courtroom only during breaks
between each attorney's oral
arguments.
Case briefs for the oral argument session will be linked from
the law school's home page.
Thor Hearne, J.D., a law school
alumnus who will be arguing
before the Court of Appeals, will
meet with first-year law students
after the special session to discuss
his argument preparation and the
legal practice.
For more information, call
935-6430 or visit law.wustl.edu.
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King
Under his leadership,
medical school thrived
- from Page 1

Chance VS. Strategy Anna Zatonskih (left), the recently crowned 2009 U.S. Women's Chess
Champion, combines chess and roulette with Rex Sinquefield (right), president and chairman of
the board of the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis Oct. 14 in the Mildred Lane
Kemper Art Museum. This unique game — the ultimate mix of chance and strategy — was
co-created by Jennifer Shahade (center), the 2002 and 2004 champion, as an homage to the artist
Marcel Duchamp. A lifelong chess player, Duchamp often included chance elements in his work,
which is featured in the exhibition "Chance Aesthetics," on view at the museum through Jan. 4.

Ginzburg to present Lara Memorial Lecture
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Carlo Ginzburg, Ph.D., professor emeritus of history at the University of California, Los Angeles,
will present "Copies, Facsimiles, and the Invisible
Text" for the 2009 Rolando Lara Memorial Lecture at
8 p.m. Nov. 2 in Whitaker Hall Auditorium. The
lecture, sponsored by the Department of Romance
Languages & Literatures in Arts & Sciences, is free
and open to the public.
Ginzburg is a pioneer of microhistory and a major
intellectual figure whose work has influenced multiple disciplines, including history, philosophy, anthropology, literature and art history.
He is most famous for his groundbreaking book,
"The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a

Sixteenth Century Miller."
"The Cheese and the Worms" is a study of the
popular culture in the 16th century as seen through
the eyes of one man, a miller brought to trial during
the Inquisition. Ginzburg uses the trial records of
Domenico Scandella, a miller also known as
Menocchio, to show how one person responded to
the political and religious conditions of his time.
Ginzburg will focus on the fact that the attachment of different symbolic and monetary value to
reproductions of paintings and reproductions of texts
is rooted in history, not in intrinsic features of painting and literature. Ginzburg claims Dante was one of
the first poets to articulate this divergence.
For more information, call 935-5175 or visit
rll.wustl.edu/ginzburg.

Sports
Watts wins second
national tennis title

Phillips
Said his real pleasure
will be 'the next poem'
brated Senior Day by scoringthe
game-winning goal in the first
overtime, sending the Bears past
Rochester. The goal for Rosoff was
her 10th of the season and 41st of
her career, moving her one goal
shy of third place all-time. Rosoff
also surpassed the 100-point
plateau, becoming the fourth
player ever to achieve the feat.
Prior to the game, the Bears
honored eight seniors: Emily
Bylsma, Paula Davis^Elyse Hanly,
Libby Held, Becca Heymann, Sam
Murphy, Rosoff and Carter
Schwarberg. The group has compiled an overall record of 59-13-3
(.807) in four seasons, including a
21-3-1 mark in the UAA.
Washington University
(10-2-1, 3-0-1 UAA) steps out of
conference play at 1 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 25, to host Fontbonne University at Francis Field.

Senior John Watts captured his
second men's tennis individual
national title with a 6-3, 6-3 victory over Andy Peters of Middlebury College in the finals of
2009 Division III ITA National
Small College Championship
Oct. 17 in Mobile, Ala.
Watts, who won the 2007 ITA
championship and placed third in
2006 and 2008, is 11-1 this year in
singles and 109-17 (.865) in his
four-year career.

Football suffers
home loss to Wooster
The football team dropped its
overall record to 2-4 with a 24-20
loss to the College of Wooster
Oct. 17 at Francis Field.
WUSTL (2-4) ends nonconference action Sunday, Oct.
24, at Ohio Wesleyan University.

Men's soccer honors
assistant Pelizzaro

Volleyball undefeated
in league play

John Watts won his second
individual national tennis title.

The No. 4 volleyball team
clinched the top seed in the
University Athletic Association
(UAA) championship tournament
after completing the second conference regular-season roundrobin tournament with a 4-0
record last weekend in New York.
WUSTL defeated No. 3 Emory
University, New York University,
the University of Chicago and
Carnegie Mellon University.
Senior Erin Albers led the
Bears' offense with 58 kills and a
.407 hitting percentage, and sophomore Lauren Budde tallied 52
kills and 56 digs.
The Bears ended the UAA
regular-season slate with a 7-0
record and will be the No. 1 seed
in the conference tournament,
to be held Nov. 6 and 7 in
Chicago.

WUSTL (22-3) returns to
action Oct. 30 for the Bears
Classic Tournament at the WU
Field House.
WUSTL will face North Park
University at 5:15 p.m. and
Culver-Stockton College at
7:30 p.m. Between matches,
WUSTL will honor its two seniors, Albers and Laura Brazeal.

Women's soccer
in first place
The No. 16 women's soccer team
defeated Case Western Reserve
University, 2-0, Oct. 16 and
No. 18 University of Rochester,
2-1, in overtime Oct. 18 to move
into sole possession of first place
in the University Athletic
Association (UAA) standings.
Senior Caryn Rosoff cele-

"For his time in the history of
the medical school, he was an
ideal dean," said William A. Peck,
M.D., King's successor as dean
and now director of the Center
for Health Policy. "It was a period
of great growth and great expansion. When he stepped down in
1989, the school was far better off
than when he started.
"Ken was a great judge of
people with a very effective management style," Peck said. "He
learned a great deal about people
because he was arguably one of
the finest listeners. People respected his judgment, and he
created an aura of respect."
William Danforth, M.D.,
chancellor emeritus, was vice
chancellor for medical affairs at
the School of Medicine while
King was dean. Danforth and
King met in 1951 while interns at
Barnes Hospital.
"Ken King was one of the
greatest people that I've ever
worked with," Danforth said. "He
was a marvelous dean, very intelligent, totally unselfish, never
built himself up and always put
the needs of the school first.
Everyone trusted him, and he
treated everybody very well. He
was a wonderful human being."
King, an Oklahoma City native, was recruited by the School
of Medicine faculty in 1957 as an
instructor of medicine and director of the Student Health Service.
He was associate dean from
1962-65.

The men's soccer team posted a
2-1 record last week, defeating
Fontbonne University, 3-1,
Oct. 13 and Case Western Reserve
University, 2-0, Oct. 16 and falling
to No. 6 University of Rochester,
1-0, Oct. 18.
The three goals against
Fontbonne represented a new
season-high for the Bears, who
saw senior John Hengel score
twice in that game.
Following the victory over
Case Western Reserve, WUSTL
honored longtime assistant coach
Val Pelizzaro, who will retire from
coaching at the end of this season.
Pelizzaro has coached with head
coach Joe Clarke for the past 27
years, spending the last 13 at
WUSTL.
The Bears (8-3-3, 2-2 University Athletic Association)
return to action at 7 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 23, when they host Berry
College at Francis Field.

- from Page 1
Lambda Literary Award; "The
Tether" (2001), winner of the
prestigious Kingsley Tufts Poetry
Award; "Rock Harbor" (2002);
"Riding Westward" (2006); and
"Quiver of Arrows: Selected
Poems, 1986-2006" (2007).
He won the Theodore Roethke
Memorial Foundation Poetry
Prize and the Thorn Gunn Award
for Gay Male Poetry for "The Rest
of Love."
In 2003, he translated Sophocles' "Philoctetes" and, in 2004,
he wrote a book of essays "Coin of
the Realm: Essays on the Life and
Art of Poetry."
In 2006, Phillips won the ,
Academy of American Poets
Fellowship, given in memory of
James Ingram Merrill.
The fellowship is awarded
annually to a poet for distinguished poetic achievement at
mid-career and provides a stipend
of $25,000. The academy's board of
chancellors, a body of 15 eminent
poets, elected Phillips.
Academy Chancellor Ellen
Bryant Voigt wrote at the time: "It
might be said that all memorable
poems explore or enact what it
means to be human. Carl Phillips's
work does both, looking steadily at
his abiding subject — the complexities of intimacy and isolation
— in sentences majestic and muscular, in lines taut and musical,
and in language vivid and exact.
These are indelible poems, and the
voice in them entirely his own."
Inducted into the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in
2004, Phillips also is the recipient
of, among others, a literature
award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, a Guggenheim Fellowship, the Witter
Bynner Foundation Fellowship
from the Library of Congress, two
Pushcart Prizes and the Academy
of American Poets Prize. He was

He was named the first
Danforth Professor of Medicine
and Public Health in 1967.
After serving in the Pacific
with the U.S. Navy during World
War II, King earned a bachelor's
degree from the University of
Oklahoma in 1947.
With support provided by the
G.I. Bill, he earned a medical
degree from Vanderbilt University
School of Medicine, where he
finished seventh in his class
in 1951.
He completed an internship
and residency at Barnes Hospital
and at Vanderbilt University
Hospital in Nashville. He completed a two-year research fellowship in microbiology at Johns
Hopkins University School of
Medicine in Baltimore in 1957.
In 1966, King was honored by
the U.S. Navy with a Certificate of
Merit for his work in the Naval
Reserve medical program.
King is survived by his wife,
June Greenfield King, a 1951
graduate of the WUSTL School of
Nursing and formerly head nurse
on a Barnes Hospital medical and
surgical ward; four sons: Doug
and John, both of St. Louis, David,
of Hammonton, N.J., and Tom, of
Forest Hills, N.Y.; and eight
grandchildren. Their son Michael,
a University City Police Sergeant
and a Washington University
alumnus, was killed while on duty
in October 2008.
Services were held Oct. 21 at
First Presbyterian Church in
University City. A memorial service at the School of Medicine is
planned for a later date.
Memorial contributions may
be made to Backstoppers Inc.,
10411 Clayton Road, Suite A5,
St. Louis, Mo. 63131, or to a charity of one's choice.

elected a chancellor of the
Academy of American Poets in
2006.
In addition to contemporary
poetry and the writing of it, his
academic interests include classical philology, translation and the
history of prosody in English.
His poems, essays and translations have appeared in such publications as The New Yorker, The
Paris Review and The Yale Review
as well as in anthologies, including "Best American Poetry," "The
Best of the Best American Poetry
1988-1997" and "American
Alphabets: 25 Contemporary
Poets" (2006).
Phillips earned a bachelor's
degree, magna cum laude, in
Greek and Latin in 1981 from
Harvard University; a master's
degree in Latin and classical
humanities in 1983 from the
University of Massachusetts; and
a masters degree in creative writing in 1993 from Boston
University.
He arrived at Washington
University in 1993 for a joint
appointment in the Department
of English and in African and
African American studies. He
directed the Writing Program
from 1996-98 and 2000-02.
This year's 20 finalists for the
National Book Award were selected from 1,129 entries. The
winner in each category — fiction, nonfiction, poetry and
young people's literature —
will be announced at the 60th
National Book Awards Benefit
Dinner and Ceremony Nov. 18 in
New York City.
Satirist Andy Borowitz will
emcee the event. Each winner will
receive $10,000 and a bronze
statue; each finalist will receive a
bronze medal and $1,000.
Phillips plans to attend the
ceremony. Could the third time
be the charm?
"Many of our greatest poets
have never won this award,"
Phillips said. "To have been singled out is an honor itself. The
real pleasure will lie in making
the next poem that I have to
make."
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Notables
Architecture faculty
earn AIA awards
Four faculty from' the Sam
Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts' College of
Architecture and Graduate
School of Architecture &
Urban Design won a total of
six 2009 Design Awards from
the St. Louis Chapter of the
American Institute of
Architects (AIA).
The annual awards honor
architects, designers and crafts
persons for their contributions to excellence in the built
environment. In all, 22 design
awards were given in four
categories: architecture, interiors, drawings and unbuilt.
In addition, the Wainwright Building Complex
received the chapter's TwentyFive Year Award.
Patricia Heyda, lecturer in
urban design and architecture,
received an honor award in
the drawing category for
"Drawing as a Practice of
Analysis."
Centering on Ceske
Budejovice, a well-preserved
medieval town in the Czech
Republic, the project consists
of a series of postcards representing different historical
periods, all plotted against a
socio-political timeline yet
anchored by the Black Tower,
the town's pre-eminent architectural icon.
"The intent of the graphic
is to move the practice of
drawing away from literal
representations of environments and toward tools for
critical analysis, where greater
depth of environments is
revealed," Heyda said. "This
depth represents social, political and economic spaces in
addition to the visual formal
scheme that we identify with a
place."
Heyda also received an
award of distinction in the
unbuilt category for "Urban
Voids: Harvest Sites for
Energy." Co-designed with Jen
Lee, the project would give
new life to abandoned building shells throughout the city
of Philadelphia by converting
them into collection devices
for solar power and water.
John Hoal, associate professor and chair of the Master
of Urban Design Program,
also received two awards.
His firm, H3 Studio, received
a merit award in the unbuilt
category for their proposed
Taylor Playground in
St. Louis. Located just north
of Lindell Boulevard on Taylor
Avenue, this multiuse urban
space would invert traditional
concepts of playground, in

which play equipment rests
passively within a site, by allowing the playscape — and
adjacent space for adult social
interaction — to actively shape
the landscape of the surrounding park.
In addition, Hoal and
the Sam Fox School's Urban
Studio won an unbuilt honor
award for "FORM(ing) the
INFORMAL," which investigated environmental, political
and socio-economic conditions
in the Tijuana River watershed,
where security fences separate
the first and third worlds. The
jury praised the studio as "a
layered and fascinating investigation," adding that "this integrated approach is a model for
urban and environmental
planning — and it reminded us
of the importance of inclusive
research and interdisciplinary
planning as the precedent to
development and design."
Gia Daskalakis, associate
professor of architecture and
principal of DAS: 20 Architectural Studio, won an unbuilt
merit award for her Sutton
Street Urban Fruit Garden. The
result of a design competition
sponsored by the Maplewood
Community Betterment
Foundation, this publically
owned garden would explore
the interface between agriculture and ecology, incorporating
traditional cultivation methods
alongside hydroponics and
systems for retaining rainwater
and filtering runoff. "The plan
contrasts open planted areas
with contemporary interpretations of pergolas and growing
devices," the jury wrote, "making a garden that is interesting
to look at year-round."
Philip Holden, senior
lecturer in architecture, received an interiors merit award
for the offices of Virtual Reality
Enterprises in Clayton. The
jury praised the design as
"unfussy and well executed,"
adding that "this small office
hangs together as a coherent
whole by reducing its palette of
materials, offering light and
views as way-finding devices."
The design awards committee was chaired by David
Polzin of Cannon Design and
included Sam Fox School
adjunct lecturers Ian Caine and
John Guenther as well as Brok
Howard of Arcturis. Buzz
Spector, dean of the College
and Graduate School of Art,
served as chair for the drawing
awards. Ann Beha of Ann Beha
Architects served as chair for
the unbuilt, interiors and architecture awards.

Sigg named admissions
director for Brown School
BY JESSICA MARTIN

,

Richard Sigg has been promoted
to director of admissions and
recruitment for the George Warren Brown School of Social Work,
announced Ellen Rostand, assistant dean for communications.
"Richard is dedicated to the
mission of higher education and
has a strong commitment to
student service," Rostand said.
"He has led an incredible effort to
bring in one of our largest social
work classes in recent history and
an impressive inaugural cohort of
students to our new master of

public health program."
Sigg joined the Brown School's
Office of Admissions and Recruitment in 2006. The school
recently recognized his hard work
and dedication with its annual
staff award.
Sigg started his career as a
resident assistant at Miami
University in Ohio and then
joined the University of
Cincinnati as an admissions
officer.
He earned a bachelor's degree
in marketing with a minor in
international business from
Miami University in Ohio.

New master's degree in landscape
architecture to be offered in 2010
BY LIAM OTTEN

The Sam Fox School of Design
& Visual Arts will launch a
new Master of Landscape
Architecture (MLA) program in
fall 2010, announced Bruce
Lindsey, dean of the College of
Architecture and the Graduate
School of Architecture & Urban
Design.
"The discipline of landscape
architecture is central to solving
many of today's most pressing
environmental concerns," said
Lindsey, also the E. Desmond Lee
Professor for Community Collaboration.
"In terms of sustainable design, the use of natural resources
and large-scale ecological planning, landscape architecture is
leading the way," Lindsey said.
"Indeed, within contemporary
architectural practice, landscape
architecture has been key to developing a new sense of environmental ethics, one that stresses
architecture's capacity to connect
us with our environment and to
one other."
The MLA program — the first
in the state of Missouri — will
offer both two- and three-year
options (depending on students'
undergraduate backgrounds)
leading to a professional MLA
degree. Enrollment for the first
year will be limited to 10 students,
though subsequent classes likely
will expand to 12-15 students.

Of note
Jacques U. Baenziger, M.D.,
professor of pathology and immunology and of cell biology and
physiology, has received a twoyear, $1,187,823 grant from the
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National
Institute of Child Health and
Human Development for research
titled "Glycoprotein Hormone
Oligosaccharides." This grant
is supported by the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act
Ramanath Cowsik, Ph.D.,
professor of physics and director
of the McDonnell Center for the
Space Sciences in Arts & Sciences,
has received a three-year,
$502,191 grant from the National
Science Foundation for research
titled "Experimental Investigation
of Forces in the Submillimeter
Range." This grant is supported by

In addition, the program will
offer a number of joint degree
opportunities, including two dual
degrees in MLA/Architecture and
MLA/Urban Design.
Chairing the MLA program
will be Dorothee Imbert, currently
associate professor in the Department of Landscape Architecture at
Harvard University's Graduate
School of Design (GSD).
A noted scholar as well as a
practicing landscape architect,
Imbert was program director for
the GSD's MLA degree programs
from 2004-05. Her appointment in
the Sam Fox School will be effective Jan. 1,2010.
"The landscape architecture
program draws on a unique set of
institutional, regional and international resources available at the
Sam Fox School," Imbert said.
"St. Louis will function as a laboratory for understanding and
testing ecological and urban theories at the local scale, from brownfield reclamation to urban agriculture systems.
"Our program will focus on
design, ecology and urbanism,"
Imbert said. "This three-pronged
approach is geared to developing
students' critical and conceptual
abilities and to preparing them to
become leaders within professional and academic spheres.
"The curriculum will be centered on a sequence of core and
advanced designstudios supported
by instruction in technology,

history and theory. Additional
coursework will focus on ecology,
horticulture, materials, construction and other related issues.
Students also will have the opportunity to explore different landscapes and cultures through international graduate architecture
studios in Barcelona, Buenos
Aires, Helsinki, Seoul and
Tijuana," Imbert said.
Drawing on the University's
wider resources, the MLA program will offer additional joint
degree options with Olin Business
School, the George Warren Brown
School of Social Work and the
School of Engineering & Applied
Science.
Meanwhile, the Sam Fox
School will begin offering a new
undergraduate minor in landscape
architecture in fall 2011.
Deadline for applications is
Feb. 1, 2010. Students can apply
online through the Sam Fox
School's graduate admissions
page. For more information, visit
samfoxschool.wusd.edu or call
935-6227.
Information also will be available as part of the Sam Fox School
fall open house Nov. 2. The all-day
event will give prospective students an opportunity to meet with
current students and faculty and
to learn firsthand about Sam Fox
School programs.
For reservations or more information, call 935-6227 or e-mail
wuarch@wusti.edu.

the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. ...
Feng Gao, Ph.D., research
assistant professor of biostatistics,
and Mae Gordon, Ph.D., professor
of ophthalmology and visual
sciences and of biostatistics,
have been awarded a two-year,
$375,400 R21 award for research
titled "Follow-Up Intraocular
Pressure and the Risk of Developing Primary Open-Angle
Glaucoma." ...
Thalachallour Mohanakumar, Ph.D., the Jacqueline G.
& William E. Maritz Professor of
Immunology & Oncology and
professor of surgery and of pathology and immunology, has received
a two-year, $761,354 grant from
the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute for research titled
"Immune Mechanisms of Rejection in Human Lung AUografts."
This grant is supported by the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. ...

A representative from St. Louis
Mayor Francis G. Slay's office
recently presented Ivory Reed Jr.,
director of support services at the
School of Medicine, with a proclamation in recognition of
International Housekeepers'
Week. The ceremony, held
Sept. 18 in Connor Auditorium
in the Farrell Learning and
Teaching Center, proclaimed that
day as Washington University
Custodial Services Day in honor
of housekeepers, custodians and
environmental specialists....
William D. Smart, Ph.D.,
associate professor of computer
science and engineering, and
Herman D. Pontzer, Ph.D., assistant professor of anthropology
in Arts & Sciences, have received
a one-year, $20,484 grant from
the National Science Foundation for research titled "Hominin
Gait Optimization and Analysis
Using Evolutionary Dynamic
Modeling."

Obituaries
Welshans, emeritus professor of finance, 91
Merle T. Welshans, Ph.D.,
I emeritus professor of finance
at Olin Business School, died
Sept. 26, 2009, in St. Louis. He
was 91.
Welshans taught at the school
from 1957-1969. He left Washington University to become financial
vice president of Union Electric
Co., now Ameren, until his retirement in 1983. Welshans was a
recipient of the University's Distinguished Alumni and Faculty
Award and has an endowed scholarship in his name.
Welshans participated in Olin's
"Korean Project" in the late 1950s
that supported faculty exchanges
between WUSTL and Korean

universities to help the latter develop programs in business
administration.
Active in St. Louis civic life,
Welshans served on the boards of
McKendree College, Saint Paul
School of Theology, St. Louis
College of Pharmacy, The Governmental Research Institute and the
Missouri United Methodist
Foundation.
He also served on the boards
of several New York and Los Angeles investment companies and
served as chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Deaconess Hospital
Foundation. He was an active
member of the Kirkwood United
Methodist Church.

Welshans was preceded in
death by his wife of 58 years, Mary
Katherine. He is survived by two
daughters, a son, four grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
Donations in memory of
Welshans may be made to
Kirkwood United Methodist
Church, 201 W Adams Ave.,
Kirkwood, Mo. 63122.
— Melody Walker

Katz, 86
Sedelle Katz, research assistant in
psychiatry from 1971-78 and a
visiting lecturer in social work in
1980, died Oct. 12,2009. She
was 86.
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Washington People

BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

It seems like a contradiction:
scar-free surgery. But for
Brent Matthews, M.D., scarfree surgery is nearing reality.
Matthews, chief of the
Department of Surgery's Section
of Minimally Invasive Surgery, is
on the leading edge of innovations to make minimally invasive
surgery even, well, less invasive.
He removes patients' gallbladders with a technique that requires
just a single, small incision in the
belly button. The procedure leaves
only a barely visible scar. He's also
laying the groundwork for abdominal surgeries performed
through natural openings in the
body — the mouth or vagina
— rather than cuts in the belly.
For patients, this new twist on
surgery is expected to mean even
less pain and faster recoveries.
"One of the big challenges of
minimally invasive surgery is
developing new ways to do surgeries that are already done very
well," Matthews says. "The bar is
much higher today. But we think
there's still room for improvement
by reducing patients' pain, their
recovery times and even the
amount of scarring."
Matthews, associate professor
of surgery, is an exceptional surgeon, widely known for his expertise in minimally invasive abdominal surgeries. He's also the kind
of doctor that medical students
and residents aspire to be.
Colleagues and young proteges
say Matthews is generous with his
time and has the patience of a
saint.
"By nature, he's calm and cool,"
says Timothy Eberlein, M.D., the
Bixby Professor and chairman of

Bringing out the best
Matthews excels in
surgical procedures
designed to reduce
scars, recovery
time

the Department of Surgery, the
Spencer T. and Ann W. Olin
Distinguished Professor and
director of the Siteman Cancer
Center. "Brent accomplishes so
much, a lot of it behind the
scenes. He brings out the best in
everyone he works with. He's a
fantastic mentor — medical students and residents love him."
In his own days as a medical
student, Matthews witnessed a
revolution in surgery take shape.
He stood alongside surgeons
removing a patient's gallbladder,
but not with the customary
10-inch incision extending from
the rib cage to the belly button.
The surgeons made several halfinch incisions in the patient's
abdomen through which they
passed miniaturized instruments
and a high-resolution video camera. Their movements were guided by video images displayed on
monitors in the operating room.
"It was overwhelming and
exciting," Matthews says. "I felt
like there were no limits to what
could be developed. This was the

The Matthews family (from left): daughter Lauren; Brent; daughter
Riley; and wife, Nicole.

expected to get under way in the
next 18 months. While there are
no external cuts regardless of how
the surgeon enters the body, there
still is cutting through internal
tissues to reach and operate on
organs.
"These procedures are either
less invasive ways to care for pa ■
tients or enable us to use technologies like robotics to do more complex surgeries using minimally
invasive techniques," Matthews
says.
To incorporate these new procedures into clinical practice,
Matthews has hired two new faculty members, both with expertise
in single-incision surgery and
robotics. Michael Awad, M.D.,
Ph.D., hails from Johns Hopkins
Hospital, where he also gained
experience in natural orifice surgery. Esteban Varela, M.D., who
arrives in January, comes from the
University of Texas Southwestern.

Caring for others

In the laboratory, Brent Matthews, M.D. (left), chief of the Section of
Minimally Invasive Surgery, and Corey Deeken, Ph.D., instructor of
surgery, evaluate different types of materials used to surgically
repair hernias to determine which works best, depending on the
location of the hernia. Hernias are typically patched with a mesh
material, held in place with sutures, tacks or biological glues.The
mesh acts as a scaffold for new growth of the patient's own tissue.
future of surgery, and I wanted to
be a part of it."
Since then, laparoscopy has
replaced traditional, open surgeries for removing the gallbladder
and appendix and repairing hernias. And it has become increasingly common for bariatric procedures to treat morbid obesity and
for gynecologic and urologic
surgeries. The smaller incisions
have significantly reduced patients' pain and their recuperation
time.
Now, surgeons like Matthews
are pushing the envelope even
further by moving toward "scarless" procedures. But he says, "It's
not simply a matter of deciding
that something is cool and offering it to patients. Part of the process of introducing new procedures is to determine when the
technology is appropriate and for
which patients."

True academic surgeon
Matthews was recruited to the
School of Medicine in 2004 from
the Carolinas Medical Center in
Charlotte, N.C., where he was on
the faculty at the University of
North Carolina School of Medicine. Eberlein, who was looking
for a surgeon with expertise in
minimally invasive surgery, called
three colleagues in the field.
"They all said to call Brent
Matthews," Eberlein says. "One
said, 'If you can get him, you've
recruited the best guy in the
country.' Dr. Matthews has lived
up to that."
Matthews was lured by Eberlein's vision of minimally invasive
surgery as a true subspecialty of
surgery.
"This was unique because most
academic institutions still consider minimally invasive surgery a
part of general surgery, not a
subspecialty in itself," Matthews
says. "It was also clear that
Washington University as an
institution was very supportive of
innovations in minimally invasive
surgery, even though single-incision and natural-orifice procedures were just concepts at the
time."
Since 2007, when Matthews
was named chief of minimally
invasive surgery, he has

established an ambitious program
to research and develop new
minimally invasive procedures,
including robotic techniques, and
to train faculty, residents and
students.
"Brent Matthews is a real
superstar," says William Chapman, M.D., chief of the Section of
Transplant Surgery in the
Department of Surgery. "He has
established himself as an outstanding member of the surgery
department in every imaginable
way. He provides outstanding
patient care and is one of the most
sought-after surgeons in the
Division of General Surgery, both
among patients and referring
physicians. He's also known by
students, residents and fellows for
his excellence in teaching."
Matthews says he relishes his
career as academic surgeon.
"Academic medicine really
stimulates you to think, to stay
current, to explore innovative
ideas to move the field forward,"
he says. "And there's the continuing challenge from residents and
students — you don't get that in a
private practice."
Before Matthews and other
minimally invasive surgeons bring
new techniques into the operating
room, they practice on simulators
in a laboratory setting.
He envisions that most laparoscopic abdominal surgeries now
performed through four or five
small incisions soon will be accomplished through one incision
at the belly button or by combining the single-incision approach
with robotic surgery, where a
surgeon sits at a computer console
maneuvering joystick-like controls that guide scalpels, scissors
and high-resolution cameras
through small incisions.
This dual approach would
allow surgeons to work in multiple areas of the abdomen without the crowding of instruments
through one incision.
Matthews expects that natural
orifice procedures will be reserved, at least initially, for surgeries to remove the gallbladder or
the appendix. Both procedures are
still in the experimental stage and
will first be evaluated at the medical school through clinical trials,

Matthews' generosity and talent
extend well beyond the medical
school. He has made three surgical
mission trips to Haiti, and, in
January, he led a team of 11 from
the School of Medicine to the
Dominican Republic.
"There is an incredible need in
developing countries," he says. "We
are so lucky here in the United
States, and these people, who have
little access to medical care, have
so much hope."
Matthews organized the trip
with Peggy Frisella, manager of the
minimally invasive surgery lab,
who is a nurse by training. The
team included residents, anesthetists, a fellow in minimally invasive
surgery and support staff. They
performed 61 hernia repairs and
other abdominal surgeries in five
days, working from early morning
to late in the evening. The group
went with the expectation that all
the patients would be adults, but
Matthews says they couldn't turn
away eight children, all in need of
hernia surgery.
The mission trip was made
possible through grants from the
Barnes-Jewish Hospital Foundation and Christian World Relief.
Matthews even paid for part of the
group's expenses out of his own
pocket.
"It was a great experience," says
Matthews, who is planning a return
trip in January. "There's a lot of
personal reward you get by helping
others. And it is only magnified in
a close group like ours."
For Matthews, the experience
provided yet another teaching
opportunity for the next generation of surgeons, not just in surgical techniques but also in compassion and caring.
It was not an experience lost on
surgery resident Lora Melman,
M.D., who works in Matthews' lab
and was part of the mission team.
"It was an amazing experience,"
she says. "Dr. Matthews leads by
example. He's confident and relaxed and just the kind of surgeon
that all residents aspire to be:
dedicated, caring and very professional. He has a way of putting you
at ease so you can do your very
best."

nt Matthews
Education: B.A., chemistry, Miami
University (Ohio); M.D., Indiana
University School of Medicine
Family: Wife, Nicole; daughters
Riley, 6, and Lauren, 4
Hobbies: Golf and running
Passionate about: Surgical mission
trips. He has made three trips to
Haiti and one to the Dominican
Republic, in which he led a team of
11 from the School of Medicine. He
is planning a return trip in January.

